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Frequently Asked Questions - Proposed

General Public

What is public art?

In general, public art is works of art displayed in publicly accessible places and buildings.  Up until the mid 20th century, public art as sculptures, mosaics, carvings and handmade, decorative building elements were normal parts of a building.  In the last 30 years, more than 350 American states, counties and cities have required public art in public and/or private construction in order to restore the lost aesthetic qualities.   Today, public art has come to mean traditional sculptures, murals and also the full range of things made by artists for buildings, streetscapes and landscapes.  

How does artwork get selected?


a.  City Property

Answer to be developed with guidelines.  Possible answer:  In general, Coral Springs hires artists to make new artwork instead of buying existing art.  The Public Art Committee of Coral Springs (PACCS) follows strict guidelines for the selection of artists in an open process as required by the Florida Sunshine Laws and the adopted PACCS procedures.  The PACCS seeks advice from county departments, project architect/engineer and interested citizens to determine the kind of artwork and/or its purpose.  A “Call to Artists” application is written with all the criteria.  The application is sent to artists and advertised locally.  Artists submit color slides of their artwork.  With appropriate advisors, the PACCS selects an artist after viewing all the applications.  If the value of the artwork is less than $20,000, then the PACCS approval is final.  If over $20,000, the Coral Springs City Commission will review and award the contract with the recommendation of the PACCS.   


b.  Private Property

Answer to be developed with guidelines.  Possible answer.  A property owner can choose from two methods. The owner can ask the PACCS to use its selection method or the owner can propose directly an artist or work of art.  In both cases, the PACCS and the owner must approve the final result.  See FAQ’s for Property Owners. 

How does a particular building, street or park get selected as a site for artwork?

In the few of years, the PACCS will follow the Public Art Master Plan to be written in the winter & spring of 2004.  The master plan will have a list of priority projects.  

Where does the money come from to pay for the artworks?

The money comes from a variety of construction projects in Coral Springs with more than 12,500 square feet in new or renovated building space.  In non-residential zoning districts, all buildings over 12,500 must participate.  In mixed use and multi-family districts, sites must also be greater than one acre.  Single-family homes are not part of the program.  Construction projects such as Broward County Public School who are except from Coral Springs building permits are not participants.   The owner may pay a fee or purchase artwork for the property.  If the owner pays the fee for the City of Coral Springs, the amount is 0.40 per square foot for new construction and $0.20 per square foot for renovations.  If the owner purchases artwork, the owner must spend 0.50 per square foot in new construction and $0.25 per square foot in renovations.  The definition of the owners includes the City of Coral Springs construction projects.  

What happens to the collected art fees?

The City deposits the art fees in the Public Art Fund.  The PACCS spends the funds to purchase artworks on public property as per the master plan and guidelines.    

How much money does the City spend on Public Art?  

During the development of the Master Plan, estimates will be made of the potential money to spend on public art.    

Who is the Public Art Committee of Coral Springs (PACCS) and how do people become members of the Board?

The PACCS is a board of 5 five members, two alternates and one non-voting high school student advisor that are appointed by the Coral Springs City Commission.  In addition to interested private citizens, the committee must contain design professionals, artists and developers.  The members must reside, own property or work in the Coral Springs.  The terms are three years for the five members.  The City Commission will appoint the first PACCS members in February 2004.  

What is the responsibility of the PACCS? 

Answer to be developed with guidelines.  Possible answer:  On City property, the PACCS selects the locations for new works of arts, advertises for artists, appoints committees to select artists, approves the artwork design drawings, coordinates the installation of the artwork, creates the name plaque and maintains the artwork. On private property, the PACCS coordinates with the owner on artwork selection, approves the recommended artwork and its budget, and approves the final installation.  In the first year, the PACCS will write the Public Art Master Plan and the Program Guidelines.  

How long has Coral Springs had a public art program?

The ordinance passed on November 18, 2003.

How many public artworks are there in the City and where are they located?

Under a different program, the City has purchased artworks for the Coral Springs Center for the Arts.  Broward County has two sculptures by James Sanborn in the Coral Springs Library lobby.  

How do you see the artwork?

The existing artworks are in public settings that are publicly accessible. Artworks outdoors are available for viewing 24 hours a day or during park hours.  Artworks indoors can be seen during the hours that the building is open to the public.

As an artist, how do I apply for to the City to purchase my artworks?

Currently, the City is not ready to advertise for artists until the Master Plan and Guidelines are complete. The city has started collecting the names and addresses of interested artists.  Please email Susan Hess at shess@coralsprings.org with your contact information.  

As a citizen, how do I participate in the public art program?

1.  Anyone can attend the monthly meetings of the PACCS including the sessions to review artist applications and slides.  The meetings occur on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 3:00 PM in a location to be announced  

2.  In the winter, the PACCS will hold public workshops and focus groups for develop the public art master plan.  If you would like to attend or participate, please email Susan Hess at shess@coralsprings.org or call her at (954) 344-1156.

Websites for More Information on Public Art

A Few Florida Public Art Websites

City of Tampa:  http://www.tampagov.net/dept_Art_in_Public_Places/photo_gallery/index.asp


Miami Dade County: http://www.co.miami-dade.fl.us/publicart/byartist1.htm


Broward County:  http://www.broward.org/arts/pad/publicarts.htm

City of Sarasota: http://www.sarasotagov.com/Planning/public_art_program/nav.html

Most Florida Programs: http://www.florida-arts.org/resources/cityandcountypublicartprograms.htm

Excellent Sites about Contemporary Public Art


Best Public Art in USA 2001: http://www.artsusa.org/issues/otherinterests/pan.asp?id=439


Best Public Art in USA 2002: http://www.artsusa.org/issues/otherinterests/pan.asp?id=980


Schools:  New York City - http://www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dcla/html/pahome.html


Transit System:  Los Angeles - http://www.usc.edu/isd/archives/la/pubart/Metroart/


Artist Made Building Parts: King County -  http://www.culturaldevelopment.org/publicart/ambp/catalogue/


Bike Trails: England - http://www.sustrans.org.uk/webcode/artworks.asp?ID=125


General Public Art in Australia: http://www.brecknockconsulting.com.au/ Click on Photofile


Historic & Contemporary Public Art in Philadelphia:  http://philart.net
Seattle Public Art:  http://www.seattleoutdoorart.com/index.php
Excellent Sites about Public Art on Private Property

City of Vancouver, Canada:  http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/cgi-win/publicart/publicart.exe/private_list

City of Palm Desert: http://www.palmdesertart.com/art.asp

City of La Brea: http://www.ci.brea.ca.us/custom.cfm?name=aipp_index.htm

More LaBrea:   http://www.geocities.com/breapublicart/BreasArtinPublicPlacesmain.html
Los Angeles CRA:  http://www.cityofla.org/CRA/arts/art/A2/1.htm
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